THE INDIA*? LAW OF COPYRIGHT

pressly included under the expression " literary work " in the
Act of 1911.   They must, however, be original compilations,
that is to say, labour and skill must have been spent upon
them in such a manner as to gi\Te the resulting product a
quality or character which the matter from which the com-
pilation was made did not possess.   A list of fox-hounds and
an index of railway stations have been protected under the
old law and a collection of broadcasting programmes under
the new.   Advertising matter, if <f original, " may also claim
protection ;  and private letters are literary works.    In a
Calcutta case it was held that the copyright in the *' Golden
Treasury " was infringed by the publication of an almost
identical book of poems, with the order slightly altered and
with notes for examination purposes added.   Here it was the
compilation which was protected, the copyright in the poems
themselves having long expired.   It was the selection and
arrangement of the non-copyright material in the " Golden
Treasury " which made it an original compilation and there-
fore entitled to protection under the Act ; but the Judicial
Committee have held that a new edition of a work of which
the copyright has already expired does not itself become enti-
tled to protection of the law merely because there have been
a few amendments of the text or a few notes added to the
original.   The alterations must be extensive and substantial
to create a copyright, and the notes must be a real addition
to the work, one of the tests suggested being whether the new
edition would be purchased because of the value of the notes.
Immoral or libellous works cannot of course claim protec-
tion ; but what is immoral to one age may become the com-
monplace of another. Lord Eldon refused an injunction in the
case of Lord Byron's " Cain" and another judge some years
later took the same view of some of the cantos of " Don Juan. "
" The Memoirs of Harriette Wilson, " a notorious lady of
the town, which shocked Chief Justice Abbott in 1826 have
been republished in recent years without exciting comment.
Some of those present may recollect a best-seller of some
thirty years ago, called " Three Weeks " which had a succes
de scandals as what was thought then to be a daring piece of
work.   The authoress claimed that her copyright had been
infringed by a film called " Three Weeks Hard, "   An m-